GOVERNMENT OF THE REPUBLIC OF ARMENIA 

DECISION
No 277-N of 13 March 2025

ON MAKING AMENDMENTS AND SUPPLEMENTS TO DECISION 
OF THE GOVERNMENT OF THE REPUBLIC OF ARMENIA No 526-N of 4 MAY 2017

Guided by point 3 of part 1 and part 3 of Article 33, part 1 of Article 34 of the Law of the Republic of Armenia “On regulatory legal acts”, the Government of the Republic of Armenia hereby decides to:
1.	make amendments and supplements to the Procedure approved by sub-point 1 of point 1 of Decision of the Government of the Republic of Armenia No 526-N of 4 May 2017 “On approving the procedure for organisation of the procurement process and repealing decision of the Government of the Republic of Armenia No 168-N of 10 February 2011”:
(1)	sub-point 1 of point 21 shall be supplemented with paragraph “j”, which reads as follows:
“j.	qualification criteria for bidders, documents required for their evaluation, and the amount of contract security, where within the scope of the given procedure the reasoned decision of the responsible subdivision provides for application of qualification criteria. The requirements of this paragraph shall not apply in case of the procedure for carrying out procurement through an electronic auction,”.
(2)	point 22 shall be supplemented with the words “and the qualification criteria for the bidders” after the words “the descriptions of the subject of procurement”;
(3)	the list provided for by sub-point 4 of point 23 shall be supplemented with points 42 and 43, which read as follows:
“42.	Acquisition of services on the basis of civil law contracts with persons directly specified in the documents having served as a ground for concluding the contract, within the scope of fulfilment of obligations assumed by the contracting authority under the contract concluded with the aim of supplying goods, performing works, or providing services.
43.	Acquisition of services from the Cultural Development Foundation related to marketing and administrative-economic processes to meet the needs of museums operating under the Ministry of Education, Science, Culture, and Sports of the Republic of Armenia, being the object of primary activities specified in the Charter of the Foundation”.
(4)	paragraph “c” of sub-point 1 of point 32 shall be replaced by the following:
“c.	documents provided for by the invitation supporting the compliance of the bidder with the qualification criteria, whereas in case no qualification criteria are provided for — a confirmation approved by him or her relating to the obligation to submit a qualification security, in case of being declared as a selected bidder, within the time limits prescribed by Article 35 of the Law. No qualification security shall be submitted where the selected bidder or as the official representative thereof — the organisation producing the goods being supplied by the latter within the scope of the procedure concerned, has a credit rating — as of the date of opening the bids — at least the same as the sovereign rating granted to the Republic of Armenia by the international reputable organisations (Fitch, Moodys, Standard & Poor’s). Where in the procurement bid the procurement price of the goods, work or service subject to procurement within the framework of the procedure concerned:
-	does not exceed the eighty-fold of the base unit of procurement, the amount of the qualification security shall be equal to the fifteen per cent and in case of exceeding — the thirty per cent of the procurement price;
-	does not exceed the twenty-five-fold of the procurement base unit, the qualification security shall be submitted as a unilaterally approved statement, in the form of penalty or cash;
-	exceeds the twenty-five-fold of the procurement base unit, the qualification security shall be submitted in the form of bank guarantee or cash;
-	is less than the price of the contract to be concluded, the amount of the qualification security shall be calculated against the price of the contract”.
(5)	sub-point 9 of point 32 shall be supplemented with the words “whereas in case of applying paragraph “j” of sub-point 1 of point 21 of this Procedure — at least ten per cent” after the words “ten per cent”;
(6)	sub-point 19 of point 32 shall be supplemented with the words “including the cases, where the bidder fails to eliminate or completely eliminate the inconsistencies detected as a result of evaluation of the bid within the prescribed period” after the words “the bidder fails to submit, in the manner and within the time limits prescribed by the invitation, the documents provided for by the invitation”;
(7)	sub-point 26 of point 32 shall be replaced by the following: 
“(26)	the security provided for by paragraph (c) of sub-point 1 of this point shall be reimbursed to the person having submitted it within five working days after the contracting authority fully accepts the outcome of implementation of the contract, except for the case where the contract is to be implemented stage-by-stage, and the implementation of each stage is not directly interconnected with the final outcome to be received in compliance with the requirements set under the contract. In case this paragraph applies, when the contracting authority accepts the outcome of each stage, the sum shall be decreased in the proportion calculated against the sum for that stage.
Moreover, where the contracts for procurement of goods, works and services are concluded based on part 6 of Article 15 of the Law, the qualification security submitted for the agreement (agreements) concluded for the given year within the framework of the financial allocations available is subject to return in case that agreement (agreements) is properly performed by the executor in full and its result is fully accepted by the contracting authority, where the contract (agreement) is not implemented stage-by-stage. Later, in case of unilateral termination due to non-fulfilment of the contract by the executor, the latter shall be charged the full qualification security submitted for the unfulfilled part of the contract”; 
(8)	sub-point 28 of point 32 shall be supplemented with the words “In the case of applying this sub-point, the selected bidder shall not submit a qualification security” after the words “as well as the documents to be submitted with the bid by the bidder”;
9)	point 32 shall be supplemented with the sub-point 29, which shall read as follows:
“(29)	Upon the emergence of the grounds provided for by point 6 of part 1 of Article 6 of the Law, based on the reasoned decision of the head of contracting authority, the authorised body shall include the bidder in the list of bidders not entitled to participate in the procurement process. The authorised body shall publish the reasoned decision of the head of contracting authority in the bulletin within five working days following the receipt of the decision. Moreover, the head of contracting authority shall render the decision specified in this sub-point on the tenth day after declaring the procurement process as having not taken place, or publishing the notice on the contract concluded or the statement (notification) on unilaterally rescinding the contract. On the day following the date of rendering the decision it shall be provided to the authorised body and the bidder. The authorised body shall include the bidder in the list of bidders not entitled to participate in the procurement process on the fifth day following the fortieth day after receipt of the decision, whereas if there is a pending court case initiated with respect to appealing against the decision by the bidder as of the fortieth day following the receipt of the decision — on the fifth day following the entry into force of the final judicial act on the judicial case concerned, unless the possibility of enforcing the decision is eliminated in the result of court examination. In the case where: 
а.	the bidder or the person having concluded the contract has paid the amount of the bid, contract and (or) qualification security as of the day of expiry of the deadline for submission of the decision to the authorised body provided for by this sub-point, the contracting authority shall not submit to the authorised body the reasoned decision on including the bidder concerned in the list;
b.	the bidder or the person having concluded the contract has paid the amount of the bid, contract and (or) qualification security after the expiry of the deadline for submission of the decision to the authorised body, but not later than the date of expiry of the forty-day period prescribed for including the bidder in the list by the authorised body, whereas if there is a pending court case initiated with respect to appeal against the decision by the bidder as of the fortieth day after receipt of the decision — not later than the entry into force of the final judicial act on the judicial case concerned, the contracting authority shall inform the authorised body thereof in writing, based on which the bidder shall not be included in the list.”.
(10)	In sub-point 12 of point 33, the sentence “Moreover, a party to a contract shall conclude the agreement, and in the event of substitution of the securities — shall also submit new securities to the contracting authority within fifteen working days from the day of receipt of the notification on concluding the agreement.” shall be replaced with the sentence “Moreover, a party to the contract shall conclude the agreement, and in the event of substitution of the securities — shall also submit new securities to the contracting authority in the period defined by the invitation, which may not be less than ten working days calculated from the date of receipt of notification on concluding the agreement”;
(11)	the words “having submitted the first stage bid” in sub-point 2 of point 86 shall be replaced with the word “prequalified”;
(12)	In point 109, the sentence “The natural person provided for by point 50 of this Procedure shall prior to the date of approval of the opinion provided for by this point, deliver, in writing, a position to the responsible subdivision on the compliance of supplied goods, performed works or provided services with the requirements of the contract.” shall be replaced with the sentence “The natural person provided for by point 50 of this Procedure shall prior to the date of approval of the opinion provided for by this point, deliver, in writing, a position to the responsible subdivision on the compliance of supplied goods, performed works or provided services with the requirements of the contract, by simultaneously forwarding it to the official e-mail address of the authorised person, in case of procurements not containing state secret”.
2.	The requirements of this Decision shall not apply to procurement processes initiated prior to the entry into force of this Decision and to incomplete procurement processes, as well as to the concluded contracts and contracts in effect.
3.	This Decision shall enter into force on the day following its official promulgation.

	Prime Minister 
of the Republic of Armenia
	N. Pashinyan

	Yerevan
	



	
	13 March 2025
CERTIFIED BY ELECTRONIC SIGNATURE



Date of official promulgation: 13 March 2025.
7
